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UNIT-1 

Ethno Botany: Concept and scope; Ethno botanical importance of some plants. Economic and ecological 

importance of agro and social forestry. 

Sacred Groves: Concept, scope and ecological significance; Major threats to sacred groves; Sacred 

groves in India; conservation and management strategies. 

 

ETHNO BOTANY 

Introduction 

Ethnobotany is the study of traditional plant used by indigenous people. Knowledge of ethnobotany is very 

ancient. It provides details on the traditional uses of plant resources that can be practiced to integrated tribal 

development. Stephen Powers in 1873 first coined the word “Aboriginal Botany” and explained in the form 

of simple definition as the “study of vegetation used by aboriginals for their various commodities such as 

food, shelter, medicine, textiles, ornaments, etc”. Based on this concept, the term "ethnobotany" was first 

used in 1895 by John William Harshberger, a botanist at the University of Pennsylvania, to refer to the use 

of plants by indigenous people. Since then, it has been defined as the traditional knowledge of indigenous 

communities, about surrounding plant diversity and how various individuals make use of indigenous plants 

located in their localities. The word is derived from the terms "ethno" the study of people and "botany" for 

the study of plants. Ethnobotany deals with the direct relationship of plants with man. 

Ethnobotany is the scientific study of cultural practices and traditional knowledge in relation to, medicinal, 

and other uses of plants. Through years of consistent practice, one gains knowledge about using plants as 

medicine. The tribal people are the main repositories of traditional knowledge regarding the various 

applications of plants. The locals and traditional healers verbally transmitted their knowledge and beliefs 

about plants to generation after generation. The terms ethnobotany and traditional medicine are not similar. 

Traditional medicine's early roots must have been in ethnobotanical folklore, but it now includes a number 

of well-organized, unique systems of diagnosis and treatment. Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani are the three 

traditional medical systems that are acknowledged in India. The study of foods, fibres, dyes, tans, other 

beneficial and harmful plants, taboos, avoidances, and even magicalo-religious beliefs about plants are all 

included in ethnobotany.  
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Concept of Ethnobotany 

Ethnobotany is the scientific study of how people and plants interact. It describes and explain the complex 

relationships between cultures and uses of plants, with a focus on how various human societies use, manage, 

and view plants, for example, as foods, medicines, cosmetics, dyes, textiles, construction, tools, currency, 

clothing, in literature, rituals, and social life. 

Ethnobotany has gained new significance and a new level of understanding as modern civilization has come 

to recognize the value of all plant-based products, including medicines, in daily life. The contribution of all 

early humans who used those specific plants to fulfill their hunger, heals their wounds, and learns about and 

evaluate the utility of various plants through frequent experimentation. It also takes into account the 

occasional harm done to people who unintentionally use poisonous plant parts. The four terms people, 

plants, relations, and uses can be computed to define ethnobotany. 

It is the branch of science that studies "the interaction between a particular society and its surroundings, 

particularly the plant world. Current ethnobotanical studies among tribal populations have brought new 

information to the fore, which can be used to prepare the systematic collection of forest products and place 

in cottage industries, primarily of herbal drugs, to develop the economy of the tribes. The study of herbal 

remedies and medicines derived from plants, animals, or minerals and used to treat various diseases is 

known as ethnomedicine. It deals with information about social adaptability, unusual behaviour, disease, 

medical taxonomy, folk medical knowledge, and medical care systems. 

The conservation of nature, culture, biological diversity, and the variety of traditional human cultures 

around the world is greatly helped by ethnobotany. It is Multidisciplinary science. The field of ethnobotany 

as it exists today is interdisciplinary, bringing together experts from various fields including botany, 

economics, landscape architecture, archaeology, geography, medicine, linguistics, anthropology, and 

pharmacology. These primarily consist of all forms of traditional knowledge and utilize plants in the 

production of items like food, fuel, clothing, medicines, dyes, narcotics, stimulants, perfumes, various types 

of oil, cooking, papers, rubber, fibres, and decorations. 

The location and preservation of endangered and threatened plant species has also benefited from 

ethnobotanical surveys. Generally, wild plants are referred to as weeds and are considered undesirable and 

useless plant species. Ayurveda, on the other hand, stated that "No plant of this world is useless." Many 

different plants are used in Ayurvedic medicine to treat a wide range of illnesses, including Alzheimer's 

disease, AIDS, cancer, depression, nervous disorders, diabetes, digestive system diseases, genetic disorders, 
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rheumatism, leprosy, skin diseases, liver diseases, malaria, and paralysis. Poor people living in rural and 

forest areas, where access to modern medical facilities is very difficult, depend mainly on wild plants for 

treatment. In various regions of India, the local population uses traditional medicines based on locally plants 

or animals. From the beginning of time, people have used medicinal plants to treat a variety of illnesses. The 

loss of the gene pool that is the source of many essential medicines today and the depletion of medicinal 

plants will limit the future potential for the production of natural drugs. In times of food crises, mostly rural 

communities depend on wild resources, including wild edible plants, to meet their food needs as well as for 

additional food supplements In order to keep the balance between population growth and agricultural 

productivity, especially in developing nations, it is recognised that there are many edible wild food plants 

that may be valuable for humans. 

Definition of Ethnobotany 

The term "ethno botany" has been given many different definitions, but the fundamental idea has remained 

largely the same and its application is increasing day by day. 

According to Schultes (1962), ethno botany is referred to as the study of the relationships between the 

people of a primitive society and plants. 

Alcom (1984) states that ethno botany is the study of contextualized plant use. 

Jain (1987) elaborated it as the total natural and traditional relationship and interaction between man and his 

surrounding plant wealth. 

Recently, Wickens (1990) defined Ethnobotany as the study of useful plants before they are commercially 

exploited and domesticated. In fact, ethno botany is the earliest plant knowledge that primitive and 

aboriginal people had acquired by sheer necessity, intuition, observation and experimentation in the forests. 

Modern definition by Nancy Turner in1996, “Ethnobotany is the Science of people’s interactions with 

plants”. 

Ethnobotany is the systematic study of human-plant interactions. It is not only the study of human "use" of 

plants; rather, ethnobotany places plants within their cultural context in specific communities, and peoples 

within their natural environment. 

The ethnobotanical studies shed light on several unidentified useful plants as well as novel applications for 

many well-known plants that can be used to create new markets for certain plant-based products and agro-
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based industries. The direct or natural relationship between man and plants is now almost universally 

acknowledged. This includes the use of plants by both tribal and non-tribal people without any reference to 

developing or primitive societies. A multidisciplinary field of study, ethnobotany has applications in 

sociology, anthropology, taxonomy, photochemistry, archaeology, ecology, agriculture, medicine, 

linguistics, and other fields. 

In the modern era, ethnobotany has grown to be an important and essential area of study and development in 

resource management, sustainable use, biodiversity conservation, and socioeconomic development. 

Botanists, social scientists, anthropologists, and practitioners of traditional medicines from all over the 

world are currently researching how people interact with plants in their natural environments. 

History of Ethnobotany 

For hundreds of years, people have been fascinated by plants because of their medicinal benefits. Humans 

first became interested in plants out of a desire for food, shelter, and protection. Then he looked for 

treatments for injuries and illnesses among them. Medication science arose as a result of this. Plants have 

been utilised for health care by all civilizations and cultures. However, Indian and Chinese civilizations 

were even more developed during the middle Ages. Plants have been used for organised health care 

programmes for over 5000 years in India and China. 

According to Rigveda, man learned to distinguish food plants from toxic plants by observing observant 

animals that track completely distinct plants. He gradually cultivated various wild plants to satisfy his 

fundamental needs. Domestication and large-scale cultivation were the outcome of identifying each plant's 

numerous possible uses. It was also the outcome of the constant man plant in the past. 

A tablet listing doctor's prescriptions from about 3,000 B.C. and copies of ancient Egyptian records from 

1550 B.C. are the first evidence of plants being used for medicinal purposes in the Western tradition. The 

systematic study of plants for medical purposes has a long history in the West, with roots in the cultures of 

the ancient Greeks, Romans, and Islamic foundation. 

According to this tradition, the first person to make an effort to organize all of the plant knowledge that was 

at the time known to the Greek world was Dioscorides. In AD 77, the Greek surgeon Dioscorides published 

"De Materia Medica", which was a catalog of about 600 plants in the Mediterranean. It also included 

information on how the Greeks used the plants, especially for medicinal purposes. For the next 1,500 years, 

the work of Dioscorides acted as the standard reference on medicinal plants and the newly developed field 
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of folk pharmacology in the West. Instead of using a nomenclature based on a plant, animal, or mineral, his 

method of organization involved grouping medicinal remedies according to the nature and source of the 

illness and the remedy itself 

Scope of Ethnobotany 

Ethnobotany is an extremely old scientific field. Several definitions have been attributed to ethnobotany, but 

its basic idea has not altered much, and the scope of ethnobotany is expanding by the day. It describes the 

traditional uses of plant resources and how they can be applied to integrated tribal development. Food 

processing, fibre and floss production, cordage and basketry, and the extraction of edible and non-edible 

oils, gum, resins, tannin, and dyes for the improvement of tribal communities can all benefit from 

ethnobotanical studies. These studies also shed light on a number of previously unknown useful plants as 

well as new applications for a variety of well-known plant sources. 

The scope of ethnobotany has now significantly expanded with the development of new great views, both in 

terms of its theoretical contribution to the understanding of plant-human relationships and tribal people's 

practical knowledge of industry, agriculture, and medicine. The tribal people depend largely on forest flora 

to meet their daily needs as well as their basic health care requirements. The ethnobotanical study provides 

information about the conservation status of plants, such as rare, vulnerable, critically endangered, 

susceptible, endangered, and invasive weeds, which can be used to develop conservation strategies to lessen 

the loss of habitat of important species. It also opens the door to research into new drugs and chemical 

compounds found in plants. A number of works in ethnobotany have been done in recent years all over the 

world as it opens up conservation factors of most important plants. 

The isolation of alkaloids such as morphine, quinine, and other effective drugs from plants in the early 

nineteenth century began a new era in the use of plant products in modern medicine. In the last thirty years 

or so, there has been a rise in interest in traditional medicines, ethnomedicine, and drugs derived from plants 

all over the world. Ethnobotany emerged as a distinct academic branch of natural science in the twentieth 

century. The scientific study of ethnic plants used by various indigenous peoples known as aboriginal 

natives, first people, original settlers, aadivasees, Vanya jaati (forest castes), Aadim Jaati (primitive castes), 

Jan Jaati (folk communities), and tribals has grown in popularity. More than a dozen books and thousands of 

research publications on ethno botany have been published worldwide. 
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1. It provides information on traditional uses of plant wealth that can be used in integrated tribal 

development. Ethnobotany provides information on how plants have been used traditionally; this 

information can help societies progress. 

2. The study of ethnobotany introduces us on lesser-known but valuable plants and guide in understanding 

of numerous plants that are already familiar to us in different ways. 

3. Even today, medicinal plants are almost the primary source of drugs for the majority of the world's 

population. Plant products account for approximately 25% of all prescribed medicines. 

4. The ethnomedical data will be a valuable source of knowledge for chemists, pharmacologists, and herbal 

medicine practitioners for the isolation and detection of bioactive compounds used in contemporary 

medicine. 

5. Prevent the loss of traditional knowledge as a result of modernization's impact. 

6. Reduces the time required for the development of new medicines. 

7. New food plants are being domesticated. 

8. Treatment of various diseases using natural methods. 

9. Biodiversity preservation and sustainable use. 

10. Studying ethnobotany to make important contributions. For example, the study of indigenous food 

production and local medicinal knowledge offers the promise of practical implications for developing 

sustainable agriculture and discovering new medicines. 

11. Shifting cultivation also referred to locally as "jhum cultivation," is a common practice among many 

tribes. In this kind of farming, a patch of land is cleared, crops are planted there, and when the soil loses its 

fertility after supporting one or two crops, the people move to another area of the forest and continue the 

process there. 

12. For the vast majority of the world's population, medicinal plants serve as a source of medications. This 

is known as medico-ethno botany. This feature shows the importance of ethnobotany. 

13. Over the past few decades, several drugs, including quinine, cocaine, digoxin, and taxol, have been 

found to be derived from plants in recent years. 
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14. The understanding of the relationship between plants and society has also led to the recent discovery of 

some bioactive substances, including artemisinin, gossypol, hypericin, etc. 

15. The study of ethnobotany also promotes understanding of the relationship between human and plant 

interactions, cultural diversity, and biodiversity. 

16-Ethnobotany study helps to provide information to administrators and scientists to help them initiate 

plans for the development and economic growth of tribal areas. 

Ethnobotanical Importance of Some Plants 

Ethnobotany is the scientific study of the relationship between people and plants. It deals with how different 

communities, especially indigenous and tribal groups, use plants for their daily needs such as food, 

medicine, shelter, clothing, religious rituals, and cultural practices. Ethnobotanical studies help in 

understanding traditional knowledge systems and play a major role in discovering new drugs and 

sustainable use of plant resources. 

Ethnobotanical Importance: 

Plants have been closely associated with human civilization since ancient times. Tribal and rural 

communities depend on plant resources for a variety of purposes: 

1. Medicinal Uses: 

Many plants are used in traditional medicine systems like Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani. For example: 

Neem (Azadirachta indica): Used as antiseptic, insect repellent, and for skin diseases. 

Tulsi (Ocimum sanctum): Used in treatment of cough, cold, and fever; considered sacred in Hindu tradition. 

Aloe vera: The gel is used for burns, wounds, and skin care. 

Turmeric (Curcuma longa): Used as an antiseptic and anti-inflammatory agent. 

2. Food and Nutrition: 

Ethnic communities use many wild plants as food sources. 

Amaranthus species: Used as leafy vegetables rich in iron and vitamins. 
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Tamarind (Tamarindus indica): Used for flavoring food. 

Jackfruit (Artocarpus heterophyllus): Eaten as fruit and vegetable both. 

3. Cultural and Religious Importance: 

Many plants have sacred value in different rituals and ceremonies. 

Peepal (Ficus religiosa): Worshipped for its spiritual significance. 

Banana (Musa paradisiaca): Leaves used in religious rituals and food serving. 

Bel (Aegle marmelos): Leaves offered to Lord Shiva. 

4. Economic Importance: 

Ethnobotanical plants are sources of livelihood for many communities. 

Bamboo (Bambusa vulgaris): Used for making baskets, furniture, and handicrafts. 

Cotton (Gossypium spp.): Used in textile industry. 

Jute (Corchorus capsularis): Used for making ropes and bags. 

5. Environmental Importance: 

Many ethnobotanical plants are used for soil conservation, afforestation, and maintaining ecosystem 

balance. 

Vetiver (Chrysopogon zizanioides): Used to prevent soil erosion. 

Neem and Banyan: Important for maintaining ecological stability. 

Ethnobotanical knowledge represents a valuable cultural heritage and provides important insights into 

sustainable plant use. Documenting and preserving this traditional knowledge is essential for biodiversity 

conservation, rural development, and the discovery of new plant-based medicines. Hence, ethnobotany acts 

as a bridge between traditional wisdom and modern science. 
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ECONOMIC AND ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF AGROFORESTRY AND SOCIAL 

FORESTRY 

Forestry is not only aimed at timber or fuel production but also plays a significant role in environmental 

conservation and socio-economic development. 

Agroforestry: The integrated management of trees and crops on the same land, where agricultural crops 

and trees are grown together. 

Social Forestry: Community or government-led forest plantations intended to meet the needs of the local 

population, such as fuel, fodder, and timber. 

1. Economic Importance 

Agroforestry: 

Additional Income: Farmers earn extra income from fruits, timber, and medicinal plants alongside crops. 

Fuel and Timber: Provides timber and fuelwood for domestic use. 

Animal Feed: Tree leaves are used as fodder for livestock. 

Soil Fertility: Nitrogen-fixing trees (like leguminous trees) enhance soil fertility, improving crop yields. 

Social Forestry: 

Employment Generation: Planting, maintaining, and harvesting trees provides jobs. 

Community Benefits: Timber, fodder, and fuelwood become accessible to local communities. 

Economic Security: Reduces the cost of timber and fuel for rural households. 

2. Ecological Importance 

Agroforestry: 

Soil Conservation: Tree roots prevent soil erosion. 

Water Conservation: Trees improve water retention and maintain groundwater levels. 

Biodiversity: Trees support birds, insects, and other wildlife in agricultural areas. 
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Carbon Sequestration: Trees absorb carbon dioxide, helping mitigate climate change. 

Social Forestry: 

Environmental Balance: Trees reduce air pollution and maintain ecological equilibrium. 

Climate Improvement: Trees moderate local climate and can increase rainfall. 

Ecosystem Support: Provides habitat for medicinal plants and wildlife. 

Conclusion: 

Both agroforestry and social forestry are highly important economically and ecologically. They contribute to 

rural economic development while simultaneously conserving the environment, maintaining biodiversity, 

and promoting sustainable development. 

SACRED GROVES  

Meaning and Concept  

Definition: Sacred groves are patches of forests or natural vegetation that are dedicated to deities, ancestral 

spirits, or nature spirits, and are traditionally protected by local communities due to their religious, cultural, 

and ecological significance. 

Key Concepts  

1. Spiritual and Cultural Significance  

Sacred groves are considered holy places where deities or spirits reside. 

They often have restrictions on hunting, logging, or resource extraction, enforced through religious or 

customary laws. 

Many groves contain shrines, altars, or temples, and are used for rituals, festivals, and ceremonies. 

2. Ecological Importance  

Sacred groves act as biodiversity hotspots, preserving rare and endemic species of plants and animals. 

They function as miniature forest reserves, conserving genetic diversity and maintaining ecological balance. 
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They often protect watersheds and water sources, as many are located near springs or streams. 

3. Traditional Conservation  

These groves are examples of community-based conservation, where protection is rooted in religious beliefs 

and taboos rather than formal laws. 

Customary laws (e.g., forbidding the cutting of trees or killing of animals) help maintain the grove’s 

integrity. 

4. Geographical Spread  

Found in many parts of the world, including: 

India (especially in Kerala, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, and Northeast India) 

Africa (e.g., Nigeria, Ghana) 

Japan (Shinto sacred forests) 

Parts of Southeast Asia and South America 

Examples in India  

Sarpakavu (Kerala): Sacred groves dedicated to serpent deities. 

Devrai (Maharashtra): Forests protected for local gods. 

Kavus (Tamil Nadu): Groves dedicated to village deities or spirits. 

Modern Relevance  

Sacred groves are gaining recognition for their role in: 

Conservation of biodiversity 

Climate change mitigation 

Preservation of indigenous knowledge and cultural heritage 
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Conclusion  

Sacred groves represent a deep connection between nature, spirituality, and culture, showcasing how 

traditional beliefs can contribute to sustainable environmental practices. As ecological challenges grow, the 

values embedded in sacred groves offer a model for conservation rooted in community and respect for 

nature. 

SCOPE AND ECOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SACRED GROVES 

A. Scope of Sacred Groves 

1. Biodiversity Conservation 

Sacred groves are patches of forest or vegetation preserved due to religious and cultural beliefs. They act as 

sanctuaries for native flora and fauna, protecting rare or endangered species. 

Example: In northeastern India, sacred groves like Konivu and Kasavu harbor medicinal and rare plant 

species. 

2. Cultural and Religious Importance 

The protection of sacred groves is often rooted in local traditions. 

Communities believe that deities, ancestral spirits, or natural spirits reside in these groves. 

This ensures that the forest is not exploited or destroyed. 

3. Scientific and Educational Value 

Sacred groves serve as natural laboratories for the study of ecology, botany, and ethnobotany. 

Researchers can study medicinal plants, native species, and undisturbed ecosystems. 

4. Community Awareness and Environmental Education 

Sacred groves can be used to teach people about biodiversity conservation and sustainable environmental 

practices. 

Schools, colleges, and community programs can use them as centers for environmental education. 
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5. Climate Change Mitigation 

By preserving vegetation, sacred groves contribute to carbon sequestration and local climate regulation. 

They help maintain soil fertility, regulate local temperatures, and promote groundwater recharge. 

B. Ecological Significance of Sacred Groves 

1. Habitat for Flora and Fauna 

Sacred groves provide a safe habitat for plants and animals. 

Birds, insects, mammals, and other wildlife can thrive without human disturbance. 

2. Soil and Water Conservation 

Dense vegetation prevents soil erosion and enhances groundwater infiltration. 

Rainwater percolates into the soil, helping maintain the water table. 

3. Maintenance of Ecological Balance 

By protecting native species, sacred groves support food webs, pollination, and seed dispersal processes. 

4. Microclimate Regulation 

Trees and shrubs in groves regulate local temperature, humidity, and wind patterns, creating a favorable 

microclimate. 

5. Genetic Reservoirs 

Sacred groves harbor medicinal, aromatic, and economically valuable plants. 

They serve as a genetic resource for future agricultural, medicinal, and biotechnological uses. 

6. Air and Water Purification 

Dense vegetation filters pollutants, improving air quality and maintaining cleaner water. 

Conclusion 

Sacred groves are not just religious or cultural sites—they are critical ecological assets. 
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They conserve biodiversity, maintain ecological balance, regulate climate, and preserve traditional 

knowledge systems. 

Protecting sacred groves ensures sustainability and strengthens the relationship between humans and nature. 

MAJOR THREATS TO SACRED GROVES 

1. Deforestation and Habitat Destruction 

Illegal logging and clearing of land for agriculture, urbanization, or infrastructure development reduces the 

size of sacred groves. 

Even small disturbances can damage the delicate ecosystem, leading to loss of rare plants and animals. 

2. Encroachment by Human Activities 

Expansion of villages, roads, or industries often leads to the intrusion into sacred groves. 

Encroachment can disturb wildlife, damage soil, and reduce the effectiveness of these groves as biodiversity 

reservoirs. 

3. Overexploitation of Resources 

Collection of firewood, medicinal plants, timber, and non-timber forest products without sustainable 

practices harms the grove’s ecosystem. 

Overharvesting can lead to the decline of rare or slow-growing species. 

4. Cultural and Religious Neglect 

Modernization and changes in religious beliefs have reduced the traditional reverence for sacred groves. 

When community participation decreases, groves are more vulnerable to exploitation and neglect. 

5. Pollution 

Littering, use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides in nearby agricultural lands, or industrial effluents can 

pollute the grove’s soil and water. 

Air pollution can also damage sensitive plant species. 



Notes: Plants in Everyday Life (MDC) 

Maa Omwati Degree College, Hassanpur Page 15 
 

6. Invasive Species 

Non-native plants or animals introduced into or near sacred groves can outcompete native species. 

This disrupts the ecological balance and reduces biodiversity. 

7. Climate Change 

Changes in temperature, rainfall patterns, and extreme weather events can affect species composition and 

health of sacred groves. 

Some species may become locally extinct if conditions change too quickly. 

8. Fragmentation 

Many sacred groves are small and isolated due to habitat loss. 

Fragmentation prevents genetic exchange between populations, affecting reproduction and long-term 

survival of species. 

Conclusion 

Sacred groves face multiple threats that are both human-induced and natural. Protection requires: 

Community participation, 

Legal protection, 

Sustainable resource management, and 

Awareness programs about ecological and cultural importance. 
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UNIT-2 

Green revolution: Benefits and adverse consequences; Concept of indigenous, exotic and 

invasive species. 

Cereals: Brief idea of cultivation and economic uses of: Wheat, Rice and Maize. Nutritional 

significance of millets (Jowar, Bajra, Ragi) 

 

GREEN REVOLUTION – MEANING AND DEFINITIONS 

Meaning: 

The term “Green Revolution” refers to a period of significant increase in agricultural production resulting 

from the introduction of modern farming techniques, improved high-yielding varieties (HYVs) of seeds, 

chemical fertilizers, irrigation, and pesticides. 

It represents a technological transformation in agriculture that began in the mid-20th century to overcome 

food shortages and ensure food security for rapidly growing populations, especially in developing countries 

like India. 

The Green Revolution aimed to make agriculture more productive, modern, and self-sufficient, primarily in 

food grains such as wheat and rice. 

Definitions: 

1. According to Dr. William S. Gaud (1968): 

“The Green Revolution is the rapid increase in the production of food grains through the introduction of 

high-yielding varieties, use of fertilizers, irrigation, and modern agricultural techniques.” 

2. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO): 

“The Green Revolution refers to a series of research, development, and technology transfer initiatives that 

increased agricultural production worldwide, particularly in the developing world, beginning most markedly 

in the late 1960s.” 

3. In Simple Terms: 
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“The Green Revolution is the process of increasing agricultural productivity through the use of improved 

seeds, fertilizers, irrigation, and scientific farming methods.” 

Explanation: 

The Green Revolution began in India during the 1960s under the leadership of Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, with 

the introduction of high-yielding varieties (HYVs) of wheat developed by Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. 

It brought remarkable changes in agricultural production, making India self-sufficient in food grains. The 

main focus was on improving crop yield, reducing dependency on food imports, and ensuring food security. 

Key Features of the Green Revolution: 

1. Introduction of high-yielding variety (HYV) seeds. 

2. Use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 

3. Expansion of irrigation facilities. 

4. Mechanization of agriculture (tractors, harvesters, etc.). 

5. Multiple cropping patterns and better farm management practices. 

The Green Revolution marked a turning point in the history of Indian agriculture, transforming it from 

subsistence to commercial farming. Although it boosted food grain production and prevented famines, it 

also created environmental and social challenges, emphasizing the need for more sustainable agricultural 

practices in the future. 

GREEN REVOLUTION: BENEFITS AND ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES 

The Green Revolution refers to a period, starting in the 1960s, when agriculture in many developing 

countries, particularly India, was transformed through the adoption of high-yielding variety (HYV) seeds, 

chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and advanced irrigation techniques. Its main aim was to achieve food self-

sufficiency and prevent famine. 

Benefits of the Green Revolution 

1. Increased Agricultural Production 
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Introduction of high-yielding varieties of wheat, rice, and other cereals dramatically increased food 

production. 

Countries like India became self-sufficient in staple foods, reducing dependency on food imports. 

2. Reduction in Famine and Hunger 

By producing more food per hectare, the risk of widespread hunger decreased significantly. 

Many regions that previously faced food shortages could now meet their population’s basic food needs. 

3. Economic Growth for Farmers 

Farmers adopting HYV seeds and modern farming techniques often saw higher incomes due to larger 

harvests. 

Development of agro-based industries (fertilizers, pesticides, machinery) provided employment 

opportunities. 

4. Technological Advancement in Agriculture 

Use of tractors, irrigation pumps, and mechanized tools modernized farming practices. 

Scientific research in agriculture gained momentum, leading to improved crop varieties and farming 

methods. 

5. Boost to Rural Development 

Increased agricultural productivity helped rural areas economically and improved infrastructure, including 

roads, electricity, and storage facilities. 

Adverse Consequences of the Green Revolution 

1. Environmental Degradation 

Overuse of chemical fertilizers and pesticides led to soil degradation, water pollution, and loss of soil 

fertility. 

Groundwater depletion occurred due to excessive irrigation practices. 
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2. Loss of Biodiversity 

Traditional crop varieties were replaced by high-yielding varieties, causing reduction in genetic diversity of 

plants. 

This increased vulnerability to pests and diseases. 

3. Health Hazards 

Chemical residues from fertilizers and pesticides contaminated water and food, causing long-term health 

risks. 

4. Socio-Economic Inequality 

Large farmers benefited more than small and marginal farmers due to the high cost of HYV seeds, 

machinery, and fertilizers. 

This widened the economic gap between rich and poor farmers. 

5. Unsustainable Farming Practices 

Dependence on chemical inputs and irrigation made agriculture less sustainable in the long term. 

Some regions suffered from salinization and waterlogging due to improper irrigation. 

Conclusion 

 The Green Revolution was a major milestone in global agriculture, ensuring food security and economic 

growth. However, it also brought environmental, social, and health challenges. Today, the focus is on 

sustainable and organic farming practices to balance productivity with ecological health. 

CONCEPT OF INDIGENOUS 

The term “Indigenous” refers to something that is native, original, or naturally occurring in a particular 

place. It is often used to describe people, knowledge, practices, plants, or animals that originate and have 

existed naturally in a specific region, without being brought from elsewhere. 

Different dimensions of Indigenous 

1. Indigenous People 
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Indigenous people are the original inhabitants of a region, who have maintained their traditional culture, 

knowledge, and lifestyle over generations. 

Examples: Native Americans in the USA, Aboriginals in Australia, and Adivasis in India. 

2. Indigenous Knowledge 

Refers to traditional knowledge systems developed by local communities over centuries, often related to 

agriculture, medicine, ecology, and cultural practices. 

Example: Use of neem as a natural pesticide or local herbal remedies in villages. 

3. Indigenous Plants and Animals 

Species that are naturally found and evolved in a particular region. 

Example: Neem and Tulsi in India; Kangaroo in Australia. 

4. Indigenous Practices 

Refers to traditional methods, rituals, or ways of living that are native to a community. 

Example: Sacred grove conservation in India or rotational farming by tribal communities. 

Key Features of Indigenous Concept 

Origin: Naturally belonging to a specific place. 

Traditional Knowledge: Developed and preserved over generations. 

Cultural Connection: Strong link with local culture, beliefs, and lifestyle. 

Sustainability: Often environmentally sustainable and in harmony with nature. 

Conclusion 

The concept of indigenous emphasizes origin, tradition, and natural presence. Recognizing and preserving 

indigenous knowledge, species, and practices is important for cultural heritage, biodiversity conservation, 

and sustainable development. 
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EXOTIC AND INVASIVE SPECIES 

1. Exotic Species 

Definition: Exotic species (also called non-native or alien species) are organisms that are introduced to a 

region where they do not naturally occur. 

Source: They are usually brought intentionally or accidentally from other countries or regions. 

Characteristics: 

Can survive in the new environment. 

May or may not cause harm to the local ecosystem. 

Examples: 

Lantana camara (originally from Central and South America, now in India) 

Eucalyptus (introduced from Australia to India) 

Common carp (Cyprinus carpio, introduced in Indian rivers) 

2. Invasive Species 

Definition: Invasive species are non-native species that spread rapidly in a new environment and cause harm 

to the ecosystem, economy, or human health. 

Characteristics: 

Highly adaptable and reproduce quickly. 

Compete with native species for resources. 

Can alter habitats and reduce biodiversity. 

Examples: 

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) in Indian rivers 

Parthenium hysterophorus (Parthenium weed) in India 
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Nile perch in Lake Victoria (Africa) 

Key Differences Between Exotic and Invasive Species 

Feature Exotic Species    Invasive Species 

Origin  Non-native     Non-native 

Impact  May be harmless or beneficial  Harmful to ecosystem, economy, or health 

Spread  May or may not spread rapidly  Spreads aggressively 

Examples Eucalyptus, Lantana camara   Water hyacinth, Parthenium 

Conclusion 

Exotic species are not harmful by default; they are simply foreign to a region. 

Invasive species are a subset of exotic species that threaten native biodiversity and ecosystems. 

Proper management is required to control invasive species and maintain ecological balance. 

CEREALS – WHEAT, RICE, AND MAIZE WITH A BRIEF IDEA OF THEIR CULTIVATION 

AND ECONOMIC USES 

CEREALS  

Meaning of Cereals 

Cereals are grass family (Poaceae) plants cultivated primarily for their edible seeds or grains, which serve as 

a major source of food for humans and animals. They are staple crops that provide carbohydrates, proteins, 

vitamins, and minerals essential for nutrition. 

Definition of Cereals 

1. Botanical Definition: 

“Cereals are members of the grass family (Poaceae) that produce edible grains (seeds) which are harvested 

for food.” 

2. Agricultural Definition: 
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“Cereals are cultivated crops grown mainly for their grains which are used for human consumption, animal 

feed, and industrial purposes.” 

Key Features of Cereals 

Belong to Poaceae (grass) family. 

Produce grains (seeds) rich in carbohydrates. 

Serve as staple food crops worldwide. 

Examples: Wheat, Rice, Maize, Barley, Oats, Sorghum, Millets. 

1. Wheat (Triticum aestivum) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Grows best in temperate regions with cool winters and moderate rainfall. 

Soil: Fertile, well-drained loamy soil. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in October-November (Rabi crop in India). 

Harvested in March-April. 

Irrigation: Requires moderate water at critical stages (tillering and grain formation). 

Economic Uses: 

Primary staple food for humans (bread, chapati, pasta). 

Used in animal feed. 

Industrial uses: production of starch, alcohol, and bakery products. 

2. Rice (Oryza sativa) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Thrives in warm, humid tropical regions with heavy rainfall or irrigated fields. 
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Soil: Clayey or alluvial soil that can retain water. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in May-July (Kharif crop in India). 

Harvested in September-December. 

Irrigation: Requires flooded or waterlogged conditions (paddy fields). 

Economic Uses: 

Major staple food for humans, especially in Asia. 

Rice bran is used for oil extraction. 

By-products used as animal feed and in brewing industries. 

3. Maize (Zea mays) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Grows well in temperate to tropical climates; requires moderate rainfall. 

Soil: Well-drained fertile loam or sandy loam soil. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in March-April (Kharif in India) or June-July. 

Harvested in July-September. 

Irrigation: Needs adequate moisture during germination and tasseling stages. 

Economic Uses: 

Used as food for humans (cornflakes, popcorn, corn flour). 

Major animal feed (fattening cattle, poultry feed). 

Industrial uses: starch, ethanol, sweeteners, biodegradable plastics. 

Conclusion 
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Wheat, Rice, and Maize are major cereals contributing to food security and economy. 

Each cereal has specific climatic and soil requirements for cultivation. 

They provide direct food, animal feed, and industrial raw materials, making them crucial in agriculture and 

economy. 

NUTRITIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF MILLETS 

Millets are small-seeded grains that are highly nutritious and are a staple in many parts of India and Africa. 

They are rich in proteins, dietary fiber, vitamins, and minerals and are considered excellent for health and 

diet. 

1. Jowar (Sorghum) 

Nutritional Content: 

Rich in carbohydrates, dietary fiber, and proteins. 

Contains iron, calcium, phosphorus, and antioxidants. 

Health Benefits: 

Helps in digestion and prevents constipation. 

Lowers cholesterol and maintains heart health. 

Suitable for diabetic patients due to low glycemic index. 

Uses: 

Made into roti, bhakri, porridge, and snacks. 

Used in animal feed. 

2. Bajra (Pearl Millet) 

Nutritional Content: 

High in carbohydrates, protein, and dietary fiber. 

Rich in magnesium, iron, zinc, and B-vitamins. 
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Health Benefits: 

Helps in bone strength due to high calcium and magnesium. 

Improves blood circulation and prevents anemia. 

Good for diabetic and obese individuals as it provides sustained energy. 

Uses: 

Used in roti, khichdi, porridges, and fermented foods. 

Also used in livestock feed. 

3. Ragi (Finger Millet) 

Nutritional Content: 

Excellent source of calcium, iron, and dietary fiber. 

Rich in amino acids, proteins, and antioxidants. 

Health Benefits: 

Strengthens bones and teeth due to high calcium content. 

Helps regulate blood sugar levels; ideal for diabetics. 

Improves digestive health and promotes weight management. 

Uses: 

Used in porridge, roti, cakes, and malt drinks. 

Popular as a weaning food for infants due to high nutrition. 

Conclusion 

Millets like Jowar, Bajra, and Ragi are nutrient-dense, gluten-free, and easily digestible grains. 
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They play a vital role in enhancing health, managing diabetes, improving digestion, and strengthening 

bones. 

Incorporating millets into daily diet promotes sustainable agriculture and nutritional security. 
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UNIT-3 

Spices: Brief description and uses of important spices (haldi, black pepper, ajwain, hing). 

Brief idea of cultivation and economic uses of important legumes (gram, moong), fibers (cotton, jute) 

and oil-yielding plants (mustard, coconut). 

Medicinal plants: Economic importance and health hazards of - Nicotiana tabacum 

(Tobacco);Cannabis sativa (Bhang), Papaver somniferum (Poppy), Melia azadirachta (Neem). 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION AND USES OF THE IMPORTANT SPICES — HALDI, BLACK PEPPER, 

AJWAIN, AND HING 

1. Haldi (Turmeric) 

Description: 

Haldi is a bright yellow rhizome obtained from the plant Curcuma longa. It has a warm, bitter taste and is 

widely used in Indian cooking. 

Uses: 

Used as a spice and natural coloring agent in curries and pickles. 

Has antiseptic and anti-inflammatory properties. 

Used in Ayurvedic medicines for skin problems, wounds, and digestion. 

Often used in beauty and skincare for glowing skin. 

2. Black Pepper (Kali Mirch) 

Description: 

Black pepper is the dried unripe fruit of Piper nigrum. It is known as the “King of Spices” and has a sharp, 

pungent flavor. 

Uses: 

Used to enhance the taste of soups, salads, and curries. 

Stimulates appetite and digestion. 

Has antioxidant and antibacterial properties. 

Used in traditional medicine to relieve cold, cough, and throat irritation. 

3. Ajwain (Carom Seeds) 

Description: 

Ajwain seeds come from the plant Trachyspermum ammi. They have a strong aroma and a bitter, pungent 

taste. 
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Uses: 

Commonly used in Indian breads (parathas), pickles, and snacks. 

Acts as a digestive aid and helps relieve gas and indigestion. 

Has antimicrobial properties. 

Used in home remedies for stomach ache and cold. 

4. Hing (Asafoetida) 

Description: 

Hing is a gum resin obtained from the roots of Ferula asafoetida. It has a very strong smell but gives a 

pleasant flavor when cooked. 

Uses: 

Used as a flavoring agent in dals, curries, and pickles. 

Helps in digestion and reduces flatulence. 

Used in Ayurvedic treatments for respiratory and stomach disorders. 

Acts as a natural preservative in some foods. 

 

BRIEF IDEA OF THE CULTIVATION AND ECONOMIC USES OF IMPORTANT LEGUMES (GRAM, 

MOONG), FIBERS (COTTON, JUTE) AND OIL-YIELDING PLANTS (MUSTARED, COCONUT) 

1. Legumes (Pulses) 

a) Gram (Cicer arietinum) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Grows well in cool and dry climates. 

Soil: Well-drained loamy or red soil. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in October-November (Rabi crop). 

Harvested in March-April. 

Irrigation: Requires moderate water, especially during flowering and pod formation. 

Economic Uses: 

Important protein source in human diet (dal, soups). 

Used as fodder for animals. 

Enriches soil fertility by nitrogen fixation. 

b) Moong (Vigna radiata) 

Cultivation: 
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Climate: Thrives in warm, subtropical climate. 

Soil: Well-drained sandy loam soil. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in Kharif (June-July) or Rabi (October-November). 

Harvested in 2-3 months depending on variety. 

Irrigation: Requires moderate irrigation, avoid waterlogging. 

Economic Uses: 

Used as dal, sprouts, and snacks. 

Soil-enriching legume, helps in nitrogen fixation. 

2. Fiber Crops 

a) Cotton (Gossypium spp.) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Warm climate, long frost-free period, moderate rainfall. 

Soil: Well-drained loamy or black cotton soil. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in April-May. 

Harvested in October-December. 

Irrigation: Requires moderate water; excessive water reduces quality. 

Economic Uses: 

Source of textile fiber for clothing, fabrics, and industrial products. 

Cotton seeds used for oil extraction and animal feed. 

b) Jute (Corchorus spp.) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Tropical and humid climate; high rainfall required. 

Soil: Fertile, well-drained loamy soil with high moisture. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in March-April. 

Harvested in July-August (after 4–6 months). 

Economic Uses: 

Used to make burlap, ropes, mats, sacks, and handicrafts. 

Eco-friendly biodegradable fiber for packaging. 

3. Oil-Yielding Plants 
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a) Mustard (Brassica juncea) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Cool season crop, grows well in temperate and subtropical regions. 

Soil: Well-drained loamy soil rich in organic matter. 

Sowing & Harvesting: 

Sown in October-November (Rabi crop). 

Harvested in February-March. 

Irrigation: Requires moderate water during flowering and pod development. 

Economic Uses: 

Seeds yield mustard oil, used in cooking. 

Cake residue used as animal feed and fertilizer. 

b) Coconut (Cocos nucifera) 

Cultivation: 

Climate: Tropical coastal areas with high humidity and rainfall. 

Soil: Sandy, well-drained soil. 

Planting & Harvesting: 

Coconut palms take 6–10 years to mature. 

Fruit harvesting is year-round in tropical regions. 

Economic Uses: 

Coconut oil used in cooking, cosmetics, and industry. 

Copra, coir (fiber), and coconut water have food, industrial, and commercial uses. 

Conclusion 

Legumes like gram and moong are important protein sources and enrich the soil. 

Fiber crops like cotton and jute provide textiles and industrial fibers. 

Oil-yielding plants like mustard and coconut supply edible oils and other industrial products. 

These crops play a vital role in agriculture, economy, and daily human life. 
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MEDICINAL PLANT: ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE AND HEALTH HAZARDS OF NICOTIANA 

TABACUM (TOBACCO), CANNABIS SATIVA (BHANG), PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM (POPPY / 

OPIUM POPPY), MELIA AZADIRACHTA (NEEM) 

Nicotiana tabacum (Tobacco) 

Scientific Classification: 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Family: Solanaceae 

Common name: Tobacco 

Scientific name: Nicotiana tabacum 

Economic Importance: 

1. Industrial Use: 

Tobacco leaves are the main raw material for cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco, and snuff industries. 

The tobacco industry provides employment to millions of farmers and workers worldwide. 

2. Medicinal Use (in limited and controlled form): 

Nicotine, the active alkaloid in tobacco, is used in nicotine patches and gums to help people quit smoking. 

It is also used in pesticides and insecticides due to its toxic effect on insects. 

3. Economic Value: 

Tobacco is a cash crop and generates significant foreign exchange for many countries. 

It contributes to government revenue through heavy taxes on tobacco products. 

Health Hazards: 

1. Addiction: 

Nicotine is highly addictive, leading to dependency and difficulty in quitting. 

2. Diseases: 

Tobacco consumption causes lung cancer, oral cancer, throat cancer, and heart diseases. 

Smoking increases the risk of chronic bronchitis and emphysema. 

3. Environmental Pollution: 

Cigarette smoke pollutes the air, and cigarette butts cause littering. 

4. Social and Economic Impact: 

Tobacco use leads to healthcare costs, reduced productivity, and premature deaths. 

Conclusion: 
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Although Nicotiana tabacum has some industrial and medicinal significance, its adverse health effects far 

outweigh its benefits. Hence, awareness and control on tobacco use are essential for public health and 

safety. 

Cannabis sativa (Bhang) 

Scientific Classification: 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Family: Cannabaceae 

Common names: Cannabis, Hemp, Bhang, Marijuana 

Scientific name: Cannabis sativa 

Economic Importance: 

1. Medicinal Uses (in controlled form): 

Used in preparation of medicines for pain relief, epilepsy, glaucoma, and insomnia. 

Certain compounds like THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol) and CBD (Cannabidiol) are used in pharmaceutical 

industries for producing drugs to treat chronic pain and anxiety. 

2. Industrial Uses: 

The fibers of Cannabis sativa (hemp) are used to make ropes, mats, paper, and textiles. 

Seeds are used for hemp oil production, which is used in paints, cosmetics, and soap. 

3. Cultural and Religious Importance: 

In India, bhang has traditional and cultural significance, often used during festivals like Holi and 

Mahashivratri. 

4. Economic Value: 

In some countries where cannabis is legalized, it contributes significantly to the economy and medical 

industry. 

Health Hazards: 

1. Addiction and Dependency: 

Regular use causes psychological and physical dependence. 

2. Mental Health Issues: 

Long-term consumption can lead to memory loss, anxiety, depression, and hallucinations. 

3. Physical Health Effects: 

Causes respiratory problems, increased heart rate, and loss of concentration. 

4. Social and Legal Problems: 

Illegal use of cannabis can lead to criminal offenses and social issues. 
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Conclusion: 

Cannabis sativa has both medicinal and industrial importance, but uncontrolled use leads to serious health 

and social hazards. Hence, it should be used only under medical supervision and legal control. 

Papaver somniferum (Poppy / Opium poppy) 

Scientific Classification: 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Family: Papaveraceae 

Common name: Poppy / Opium poppy 

Scientific name: Papaver somniferum 

Economic Importance: 

1. Medicinal Uses: 

The dried latex (opium) from the unripe capsule of the poppy plant contains alkaloids such as morphine, 

codeine, thebaine, and papaverine. 

These compounds are used in the pharmaceutical industry for the preparation of pain-relieving drugs 

(analgesics). 

Morphine is used in surgery and chronic pain management. 

Codeine is used in cough syrups and mild painkillers. 

2. Industrial Uses: 

The poppy seeds are used as spices and in bakery products (cakes, breads, sweets). 

Poppy seed oil is used in soap, paint, and cosmetic industries. 

3. Agricultural and Economic Value: 

Papaver somniferum is a high-value cash crop in many countries where its cultivation is legally permitted. 

It provides foreign exchange and employment opportunities in the pharmaceutical sector. 

Health Hazards: 

1. Addiction: 

Opium and its derivatives (like morphine and heroin) are highly addictive narcotics. 

Continuous use leads to physical and psychological dependency. 

2. Health Problems: 

Excessive use causes drowsiness, respiratory failure, and nervous system depression. 

Overdose can lead to coma or even death. 

3. Social and Legal Issues: 

Illegal production and misuse of opium have led to drug abuse and smuggling problems in many countries. 
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Addiction also causes social instability and economic loss for individuals and families. 

Conclusion: 

Papaver somniferum is an important medicinal and industrial plant, but due to its narcotic and addictive 

nature, its use must be strictly controlled. Responsible and legal use can benefit medicine and industry, but 

misuse poses severe health and social risks. 

Melia azadirachta (Neem) 

Scientific Classification: 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Family: Meliaceae 

Common name: Neem 

Scientific name: Melia azadirachta (commonly known as Azadirachta indica) 

Economic Importance: 

1. Medicinal Uses: 

Neem has been used in Ayurvedic, Unani, and Homeopathic systems of medicine for centuries. 

Its leaves, bark, seeds, and oil possess antibacterial, antifungal, antiviral, and antiseptic properties. 

Neem leaves are used to treat skin diseases, fever, diabetes, and infections. 

Neem oil is used in ointments, soaps, and toothpaste for its disinfectant and healing qualities. 

2. Agricultural Uses: 

Neem oil and extracts act as natural pesticides, fungicides, and insect repellents. 

Neem cake (residue after oil extraction) is used as organic manure and soil conditioner, enriching soil 

fertility. 

3. Industrial Uses: 

Neem oil is used in cosmetics, soaps, shampoos, and pharmaceuticals. 

It is also utilized in biopesticide formulations and mosquito repellents. 

4. Environmental Importance: 

Neem trees improve air quality, provide shade, and help in soil conservation. 

It is a drought-resistant tree suitable for afforestation and wasteland reclamation. 

Health Hazards/Side Effects: 

1. Excessive Use Issues: 

Overconsumption of neem oil or extracts can cause nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. 

High doses may affect liver function or cause neurological problems, especially in children. 

2. Allergic Reactions: 



Notes: Plants in Everyday Life (MDC) 

Maa Omwati Degree College, Hassanpur Page 36 
 

Some people may develop skin irritation or allergic reactions when using neem-based products. 

3. Pregnancy Concerns: 

Neem oil in large doses may cause miscarriage or fertility issues, hence not recommended during 

pregnancy. 

Conclusion: 

Melia azadirachta (Neem) is an environmentally friendly, economically valuable, and highly medicinal 

plant. 

However, its unregulated or excessive use can lead to health problems. Therefore, it should be used 

carefully and in prescribed quantities to gain maximum benefits. 
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UNIT-4 

General account of timber yielding plants with special reference to Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo), Teak 

(Tectona grandis), Sal (Shorea robusta) and Deodar (Cedrus deodara); Bamboo: The green gold of 

India. Different types of woods and their commercial importance; Role of plants in bio-fuel production; 

General account of avenue trees and ornamental plants of India. 

 

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF TIMBER YIELDING PLANTS (WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 

SHISHAM, TEAK, SAL AND DEODAR) 

Introduction 

Timber-yielding plants are those trees which provide wood used for various purposes such as construction, 

furniture, tools, ships, railway sleepers, and fuel. The quality, durability, texture, and strength of the wood 

determine its commercial and economic importance. India is rich in timber resources due to its diverse 

forest types, ranging from tropical to temperate regions. 

General Features of Timber-Yielding Plants 

1. Large woody trees with a well-developed trunk and branches. 

2. Secondary growth is prominent, producing hard and durable wood. 

3. Wood consists mainly of xylem tissues (tracheids, vessels, and fibers). 

4. They are slow-growing but produce heavy and dense wood. 

5. Timber varies in texture, color, strength, and resistance to decay. 

6. The quality of timber depends on species, age, and climatic conditions. 

IMPORTANT TIMBER-YIELDING TREES 

1. Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo) 

Family: Fabaceae 

Common names: Indian Rosewood, Sissoo 
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Distribution: Widely found in northern India, especially along riverbanks in Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 

Pradesh, and Bihar. 

Wood characteristics: 

Hard, durable, and heavy wood. 

Reddish-brown in color with fine grains. 

Resistant to insects and termites. 

Uses: 

Furniture, agricultural implements, flooring, and carving. 

Railway sleepers and construction work. 

Economic importance: Valued for strength, smooth finish, and polishability. 

2. Teak (Tectona grandis) 

Family: Lamiaceae (formerly Verbenaceae) 

Common name: Teak 

Distribution: Central and southern India – Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala. 

Wood characteristics: 

Golden brown, strong, durable, and moderately heavy. 

Contains oil that makes it resistant to white ants, termites, and water. 

Uses: 

Shipbuilding, railway carriages, furniture, doors, and windows. 

One of the most valuable timbers of the world. 

Economic importance: Known as the "King of Timbers" due to its high market value and quality. 

3. Sal (Shorea robusta) 
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Family: Dipterocarpaceae 

Common name: Sal tree 

Distribution: Found in central and northern India — Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, and Uttar 

Pradesh. 

Wood characteristics: 

Very hard, heavy, and coarse-grained. 

Dark brown in color, highly resistant to fungi and termites. 

Uses: 

Beams, railway sleepers, bridges, and house construction. 

Sal resin (called Raal) is used in varnishes and incense. 

Economic importance: Major commercial timber in northern and central India. 

4. Deodar (Cedrus deodara) 

Family: Pinaceae 

Common name: Himalayan Cedar 

Distribution: Found in the Western Himalayas at altitudes of 1,200–3,000 meters. 

Wood characteristics: 

Light yellow to brown, soft but durable. 

Aromatic and resistant to decay and insects. 

Uses: 

Building material, railway sleepers, furniture, and house beams. 

Also used for making temples and religious structures. 

Economic importance: Important softwood of Himalayan region, valued for construction and aromatic oil.  
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Conclusion 

Timber-yielding plants play a crucial role in the economic development and industrial sector of India. They 

provide not only construction material but also contribute to employment, trade, and ecological balance. 

Sustainable management and conservation of these valuable resources are essential to prevent deforestation 

and maintain forest biodiversity. 

BAMBOO: THE GREEN GOLD OF INDIA 

Introduction 

Bamboo, often called the “Green Gold”, is one of the most valuable natural resources of India. It is a fast-

growing perennial plant belonging to the family Poaceae (Gramineae). Although it looks like a tree, 

botanically it is a giant grass. Bamboo is known for its versatility, economic value, and ecological 

importance. 

In India, bamboo plays a crucial role in rural economy, handicraft industries, construction, and sustainable 

development. 

Scientific Classification 

Kingdom: Plantae 

Division: Angiospermae 

Family: Poaceae (Gramineae) 

Common species: Bambusa vulgaris, Dendrocalamus strictus, Bambusa balcooa, Bambusa bambos. 

Distribution 

India is the second-largest producer of bamboo in the world after China. 

Major bamboo-growing regions include: 

North-Eastern states – Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland, and Manipur 

Central India – Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh 

Southern India – Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 
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Foothills of the Himalayas 

Bamboo covers nearly 13% of the total forest area of India. 

Characteristics of Bamboo 

1. Rapid growth: Some species can grow up to 1 meter per day. 

2. Jointed and hollow stems: Called culms, which are light but strong. 

3. Regenerative capacity: Bamboo regenerates naturally after cutting, without the need for replanting. 

4. Eco-friendly: Absorbs carbon dioxide and releases oxygen efficiently. 

5. Multi-purpose use: Utilized in construction, paper, food, furniture, and handicrafts. 

Economic Importance 

1. Construction Material: 

Widely used for building houses, huts, scaffolding, bridges, and fences in rural areas. 

2. Furniture and Handicrafts: 

Used to make chairs, baskets, mats, decorative items, and musical instruments. 

3. Paper Industry: 

Major raw material for making paper and pulp. 

4. Food Source: 

Young bamboo shoots are edible and nutritious. 

5. Livelihood Generation: 

Millions of rural and tribal people depend on bamboo for income and employment. 

6. Export Value: 

Bamboo products like mats, sticks, and furniture contribute to India’s export market. 

Ecological Importance 
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1. Prevents Soil Erosion: Dense root system binds the soil firmly. 

2. Restores Degraded Land: Ideal for afforestation and land reclamation. 

3. Carbon Storage: Helps reduce global warming by absorbing large amounts of CO₂. 

4. Renewable Resource: Regrows naturally, reducing pressure on forest trees. 

Government Initiatives 

The National Bamboo Mission (NBM) was launched by the Government of India. 

Its objectives are: 

To promote bamboo cultivation and processing. 

To support bamboo-based industries. 

To increase farmers’ income through value addition. 

To create rural employment and sustainable livelihood opportunities. 

Conclusion 

Bamboo truly deserves to be called “The Green Gold of India” because of its economic, ecological, and 

social importance. It provides livelihood to millions, protects the environment, and supports sustainable 

development. Promoting bamboo cultivation and industries can help India move towards a greener and more 

prosperous future. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF WOOD AND THEIR COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE 

Introduction 

Wood is one of the most important natural resources obtained from trees. It is widely used for construction, 

furniture, tools, transport, fuel, and paper. The properties of wood — such as hardness, durability, grain 

texture, and weight — determine its commercial and industrial value. 

Based on physical characteristics, wood is classified mainly into hardwood and softwood. 

Types of Wood 
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1. Hardwood 

Obtained from angiosperm trees (flowering trees). 

Trees are mostly broad-leaved and deciduous. 

The wood is dense, strong, and durable. 

Growth is slow, giving close grain structure. 

Examples: Teak, Shisham, Sal, Mahogany, Rosewood, etc. 

Uses: 

Furniture, flooring, railway sleepers, decorative items, ship and bridge building. 

2. Softwood 

Obtained from gymnosperm trees (mainly conifers). 

Trees are usually evergreen with needle-like leaves. 

The wood is light, soft, and easy to work with. 

Growth is fast, giving wide grain structure. 

Examples: Deodar, Pine, Fir, Spruce, Cedar, etc. 

Uses: 

Used in light furniture, packing boxes, paper pulp, matchsticks, and construction. 

Common Commercial Woods and Their Importance 

1. Teak (Tectona grandis) 

Type: Hardwood 

Features: Golden brown, strong, oily, and termite-resistant. 

Uses: Shipbuilding, furniture, doors, windows, flooring. 

Commercial value: One of the most expensive and durable timbers, called the “King of Timbers.” 
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2. Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo) 

Type: Hardwood 

Features: Dark brown, heavy, strong, and fine-grained. 

Uses: Furniture, tools, and agricultural implements. 

Commercial value: Valued for strength and polish; widely used in furniture industry. 

3. Sal (Shorea robusta) 

Type: Hardwood 

Features: Hard, coarse-grained, and termite-resistant. 

Uses: Beams, bridges, and railway sleepers. 

Commercial value: Major commercial timber in northern and central India. 

4. Deodar (Cedrus deodara) 

Type: Softwood 

Features: Light, aromatic, and durable. 

Uses: Building material, beams, railway sleepers. 

Commercial value: Important construction wood in Himalayan regions. 

5. Pine (Pinus roxburghii) 

Type: Softwood 

Features: Light, resinous, and easy to saw. 

Uses: Matchsticks, boxes, doors, and resin extraction. 

Commercial value: Valuable for turpentine and resin industry. 

6. Rosewood (Dalbergia latifolia) 

Type: Hardwood 
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Features: Dark reddish-brown, heavy, fine-textured, and fragrant. 

Uses: Luxury furniture, carvings, musical instruments. 

Commercial value: Expensive and highly decorative wood. 

7. Mango Wood (Mangifera indica) 

Type: Hardwood 

Features: Moderately strong, easy to cut and polish. 

Uses: Furniture, plywood, packing boxes. 

Commercial value: Affordable and sustainable hardwood. 

8. Bamboo (Bambusa spp.) 

Type: Grass (not a true wood) 

Features: Hollow, strong, flexible, and fast-growing. 

Uses: Furniture, scaffolding, paper, handicrafts. 

Commercial value: Known as “Green Gold” for its economic and ecological benefits. 

Commercial Importance of Wood 

1. Construction Material: 

Used in buildings, bridges, railway sleepers, and scaffolding. 

2. Furniture and Decorative Items: 

High-quality wood used for durable and aesthetic furniture. 

3. Paper and Pulp Industry: 

Softwoods like pine and fir are major sources of paper pulp. 

4. Fuel and Charcoal: 

Used as firewood and for making charcoal. 
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5. Tool Handles and Agricultural Implements: 

Hardwoods like shisham and sal used for handles and equipment. 

6. Musical Instruments: 

Rosewood, teak, and deodar used for instruments like tabla, sitar, and harmonium. 

7. Export Value: 

Timber and wooden handicrafts contribute significantly to India’s export economy. 

Conclusion 

Wood is an essential renewable resource that supports industrial growth, employment, and rural economy. 

Its sustainable use and conservation are vital to protect forests and ensure ecological balance. The wide 

variety of wood species in India provides both economic opportunity and environmental benefit. 

ROLE OF PLANTS IN BIO-FUEL PRODUCTION 

Introduction 

Bio-fuels are renewable sources of energy obtained from biological materials, especially plants and plant-

derived products. Unlike fossil fuels, bio-fuels are eco-friendly, biodegradable, and help reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

Plants play a central role in bio-fuel production as they provide the raw material (biomass) from which fuels 

such as bio-ethanol, bio-diesel, and biogas are produced. 

Types of Bio-fuels Derived from Plants 

1. Bio-ethanol 

Source Plants: Sugarcane, maize, wheat, barley, sorghum, potato, etc. 

Production: Fermentation of sugars or starches by microorganisms (mainly Saccharomyces cerevisiae). 

Use: Used as a blending agent with petrol to form gasohol or E10/E20 fuels. 

Example: In India, ethanol is blended with petrol (E20) to reduce pollution and crude oil imports. 
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2. Bio-diesel 

Source Plants: Jatropha (Jatropha curcas), soybean, sunflower, mustard, rapeseed, palm oil, and castor. 

Production: Produced by trans-esterification of vegetable oils using alcohol and catalyst. 

Use: Used as a substitute for diesel fuel in engines and generators. 

Example: Jatropha plantations are promoted in India for rural energy generation. 

3. Biogas 

Source Plants: Plant residues, crop wastes, agricultural biomass, and animal dung. 

Production: Anaerobic digestion by methanogenic bacteria produces methane (CH₄), carbon dioxide (CO₂), 

and hydrogen sulfide (H₂S). 

Use: Used for cooking, heating, and generating electricity. 

Example: Biogas plants in villages utilize crop waste and cow dung as feedstock. 

4. Bio-hydrogen 

Source Plants: Algae and cyanobacteria. 

Production: Some species of Chlamydomonas and Nostoc can produce hydrogen gas through photosynthetic 

processes. 

Use: Used as a clean fuel with water as the only by-product. 

Mechanisms Through Which Plants Contribute 

1. Photosynthesis: 

Plants capture solar energy and convert it into chemical energy stored in carbohydrates, which serve as raw 

material for bio-fuels. 

2. Oil Production: 

Oilseed plants store energy in the form of lipids that are converted into bio-diesel. 

3. Cellulosic Biomass: 
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Non-edible parts of plants (stems, leaves, husks) can be converted into cellulosic ethanol using enzymatic 

hydrolysis. 

4. Algal Biomass: 

Algae can yield up to 60–70% oil content, providing high efficiency for bio-diesel production. 

Advantages of Plant-Based Bio-fuels 

1. Renewable and Sustainable: Continuously available through plant cultivation. 

2. Reduces Greenhouse Emissions: Lower CO₂ emissions compared to fossil fuels. 

3. Energy Security: Reduces dependence on imported petroleum. 

4. Rural Development: Promotes rural employment through energy crop cultivation. 

5. Waste Utilization: Uses agricultural residues and by-products effectively. 

Challenges 

1. Food vs. Fuel Debate: Use of food crops like maize or sugarcane for fuel can affect food security. 

2. Land Use: Large land areas required for energy crops. 

3. High Production Cost: Bio-fuel technology and processing can be expensive. 

4. Limited Yield: Some bio-fuel crops have lower oil or sugar content. 

Conclusion 

Plants play a vital role in the production of bio-fuels by providing biomass, oils, and sugars necessary for 

fuel generation. They not only help in reducing pollution but also promote sustainable energy development. 

The future of green energy largely depends on advancement in plant-based bio-fuel technology, which can 

transform agricultural and energy sectors while protecting the environment. 

 

 

 



Notes: Plants in Everyday Life (MDC) 

Maa Omwati Degree College, Hassanpur Page 49 
 

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF AVENUE TREES AND ORNAMENTAL PLANTS OF INDIA 

Introduction 

Avenue trees and ornamental plants are an integral part of landscaping, urban beautification, and ecological 

balance. They enhance the aesthetic value, provide shade, reduce air and noise pollution, and help in 

maintaining the microclimate of an area. 

India, with its diverse climatic conditions, supports a large variety of avenue and ornamental plants. 

AVENUE TREES 

Meaning 

Avenue trees are those which are planted along roadsides, pathways, railways, and in parks to provide 

shade, beauty, and environmental benefits. 

They are generally tall, shady, and symmetrical in shape, suitable for lining streets. 

Characteristics of Good Avenue Trees 

1. Moderate to large-sized trees with spreading canopy. 

2. Deep-rooted so they do not damage roads. 

3. Long-lived and resistant to wind and drought. 

4. Non-poisonous and non-irritant. 

5. Provide flowers, fragrance, or attractive foliage. 

6. Should not obstruct traffic or electric lines. 

Common Avenue Trees of India 

Name  Botanical Name  Important Features / Uses 

Neem  Azadirachta indica  Evergreen, medicinal, air purifier, shade-giving. 

Gulmohar Delonix regia   Bright red-orange flowers, attractive summer bloom. 

Amaltas Cassia fistula   Golden yellow flowers, “Golden shower tree”, ornamental. 
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Ashoka Polyalthia longifolia  Tall, slender, evergreen; used along roadsides and temples. 

Peepal  Ficus religiosa   Sacred, provides dense shade, releases oxygen continuously. 

Banyan Ficus benghalensis  National tree, provides large canopy and shade. 

Rain Tree Samanea saman  Large spreading crown, used for avenues and parks. 

Bottlebrush Callistemon citrinus  Red cylindrical flowers, good for decorative avenues. 

Gulmohar Delonix regia   Popular ornamental avenue tree with bright flowers. 

Jacaranda Jacaranda mimosifolia Violet-blue flowers, very attractive in spring. 

Importance of Avenue Trees 

1. Provide Shade: Reduce heat and create cool surroundings. 

2. Beautification: Enhance scenic beauty of cities and roads. 

3. Pollution Control: Absorb dust and carbon dioxide; release oxygen. 

4. Noise Reduction: Act as natural sound barriers. 

5. Soil Protection: Prevent soil erosion along roads. 

6. Wildlife Shelter: Provide habitat for birds and insects. 

7. Aesthetic and Psychological Benefits: Improve mental health and comfort. 

ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 

Meaning 

Ornamental plants are those grown for decoration and aesthetic purposes in gardens, homes, offices, and 

public parks. They may be grown for their flowers, foliage, color, or form. 

Types of Ornamental Plants 

1. Flowering Ornamental Plants – e.g., Hibiscus rosa-sinensis (China rose), Rosa indica (Rose), Tagetes 

erecta (Marigold), Ixora coccinea. 
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2. Foliage Ornamental Plants – e.g., Croton, Coleus, Dieffenbachia, Dracaena. 

3. Climbers and Creepers – e.g., Bougainvillea, Money plant, Morning glory. 

4. Ornamental Shrubs – e.g., Duranta, Jasmine, Hibiscus. 

5. Ornamental Trees – e.g., Cassia fistula, Delonix regia, Jacaranda mimosifolia. 

6. Indoor Ornamental Plants – e.g., Areca palm, Spider plant, Peace lily, Snake plant. 

Economic and Ecological Importance 

1. Aesthetic Value: Beautify surroundings and improve landscape appeal. 

2. Environmental Benefits: Absorb CO₂, release oxygen, and improve air quality. 

3. Climate Regulation: Maintain humidity and reduce temperature. 

4. Tourism Promotion: Attractive avenues and gardens draw tourists. 

5. Cultural Significance: Many plants like Tulsi, Ashoka, and Peepal have religious importance. 

6. Health and Well-being: Green surroundings reduce stress and enhance positivity. 

Examples of Important Ornamental Plants of India 

Common Name  Botanical Name  Attractive Feature 

Rose   Rosa indica   Variety of colors and fragrance. 

Marigold  Tagetes erecta   Golden-yellow flowers, used in decoration. 

Bougainvillea  Bougainvillea spectabilis Bright bracts of pink, purple, orange. 

Hibiscus  Hibiscus rosa-sinensis  Large red flowers, evergreen shrub. 

Champa (Plumeria) Plumeria alba   Fragrant white/yellow flowers. 

Croton   Codiaeum variegatum  Colorful foliage, used for borders. 

Ixora   Ixora coccinea   Compact clusters of red/orange flowers. 

Aparajita  Clitoria ternatea  Blue flowers, ornamental climber. 
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Conclusion 

Avenue trees and ornamental plants are not only vital for aesthetic and environmental enrichment, but also 

for ecological balance and human well-being. 

In a developing country like India, the systematic planting of these species along roads, parks, and urban 

areas contributes to beautification, pollution control, and climate improvement. 

Thus, they are an essential part of urban forestry and sustainable development. 

 

 

 

 


